
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trafalgar Square is a public space and tourist 
attraction in central London, built around the area 
formerly known as Charing Cross. It is in the borough 
of the City of Westminster. At its centre is Nelson's 
Column, which is guarded by four lion statues at its base. 
There are a number of statues and sculptures in the 
square, with one plinth displaying changing pieces of 
contemporary art. The square is also used for political 
demonstrations and community gatherings, such as the 
celebration of New Year's Eve. 

The name commemorates the Battle of Trafalgar (1805), 
a British naval victory of the Napoleonic Wars over 
France.  In the 1820s, George IV engaged the architect 
John Nash to redevelop the area. Nash cleared the 
square as part of his Charing Cross Improvement 
Scheme. The present architecture of the square is due to 
Sir Charles Barry and was completed in 1845. 
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Nelson's Column is a monument to commemorate Admiral Horatio Nelson, who died at the 
Battle of Trafalgar in 1805. The monument was constructed between 1840 and 1843 to a 
design by William Railton at a cost of £47,000.  It is a column of the Corinthian order built 
from Dartmoor granite.  The Craigleith sandstone statue of Nelson is by E. H. Baily and the 
four bronze lions on the base, added in 1867, were designed by Sir Edwin Landseer.  

The pedestal is decorated with four bronze relief panels, each 18 feet (5.5 m) square, cast 
from captured French guns. They depict the Battle of Cape St Vincent, the Battle of the Nile, 
the Battle of Copenhagen and the Death of Nelson at Trafalgar. The sculptors were Musgrave 
Watson, William F Woodington, John Ternouth and John Edward Carew respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Admiralty Arch is a landmark building in London which incorporates an archway providing 
road and pedestrian access between The Mall, which extends to the South-West, and 
Trafalgar Square to the North-East. Admiralty Arch is a Grade I listed building. Until 
recently, the building housed government offices, but in 2012 the government sold a 125-year 
lease over the building to a property developer for redevelopment into a luxury hotel.  

 


